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	Level 3 
	Level 4
	Level 5

	Level descriptors
	· Use their knowledge and understanding of basic life processes (e.g. growth, reproduction) when they describe differences between living and non-living things

· Provide simple explanations for changes in living things (e.g. diet affecting the health of humans or other animals, lack of light or water altering plant growth)

· Know that humans need a good supply of air and clean water, a variety of foods and regular exercise in order to stay healthy

	· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of life processes and living things drawn from the key stage 2 or key stage 3 programmes of study


	· Demonstrate an increasing knowledge and understanding of life processes and living things drawn from KS2 or KS3 programme of study

· Recognise that there is a great variety of living things and understand the importance of classification



	How do the level descriptors relate to QCA Scheme of Work and Classroom practice  
	· The children will recognise that very small living things can cause illness.
· Children recognise the word germ as a term for these organisms

	· The children will recognise that there are many very small organisms which can cause illness and decay. They will identify some illnesses e.g. rubella, chickenpox and some conditions e.g. boils and tooth decay are caused by micro-organisms.
· They can explain why cleaning teeth regularly helps prevent tooth decay and gum disease

· The children will recognise that micro-organisms cause food and other materials to decay.

· The children will recognise that some organisms can be used in food production.
· They recognise that these organisms feed, grow and reproduce like other organisms.
	· The children recognise that micro- organisms are too small to be seen.
· The children can describe the evidence that yeast is living.
· They can explain how micro-organisms can move from one food source to another, grow and reproduce on food and how this can cause food poisoning.
· Children can explain how micro organisms feed on material and causes it to decay
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